The central aim of the Vezzoni-modified Badertscher distension device technique is 'to allow a complete and a correct in-house evaluation of the hip joint by trained clinicians'.
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The correct quantification of laxity is for that matter of paramount importance, the central aim of this method, and as such, we were quite happy to read that Dr. Smith was not surprised our results were similar with PennHIP.
It is pushing at open doors to state that further studies are necessary to substantiate the claim that veterinarians can perform the in-house evaluation. Therefore, we are happy to report these studies have been finalized. As such, we have recently shown that, after a limited training, veterinarians were both capable of performing the laxity index measurements and the procedure with an intra-and inter-observer agreement similar to published reports on PennHIP and we are eagerly awaiting the publication of these studies.
Finally, if Dr. Smith had asked, we would have informed him that a laxity index database exists at the Ghent University.
The scientific discussion all too often seems to become a personal one 2-5 when claims towards diagnosing hip laxity are made in scientific literature. Nevertheless, we are confident the professional community is perfectly capable of drawing their own conclusions.
